NEWS BREAK May 2017
Like us on Facebook!
Click here for our Member Directory!
Launch Portage officially launched
Blitz the VFW and Sunset Park cleanup served as
highly successful kick-off events to the Portage
Chamber's latest venture, Launch Portage.
Last Tuesday, Blitz the VFW attracted 60 people to network and
sample beer from Wisconsin Dells Brewing Company at the
VFW in Portage. The Mercantile, Artisan Foodie, BonBon and
Bordeaux and Pizza Hut provided delicious appetizers for the
event while Dan Robson filled the hall with live music.
The following day, Sunset Park got a springtime makeover as
about 23 volunteers picked up sticks and trash, raked leaves in
the park and tidied up the adjacent historic tennis court. Assist
WI provided a kayak demonstration for those individuals with
disabilities at the nearby boat launch as well.
Launch Portage is a group of Young Professionals building
leadership skills, networking and socializing to create a culture of
community involvement through the Portage Area Chamber of
Commerce.
The two events, plus the Wine Walk, coincided with YPWeek, a
statewide initiative that brings together young leaders in 25
communities, at purposefully chosen locations that integrate the
unique cultural assets with meaningful learning or social
interaction.
Thank you to Brewmaster Jamie Baertsch from Wisconsin Dells
Brewing Company, Mila Stahl from The Mercantile and Artisan
Foodie, Tracy and Olivia Fuqua from BonBon and Bordeaux, Ned
at Pizza Hut, and Will from Assist Wisconsin.
Contact the Chamber at 742-6242 if you would like to be involved
in Launch Portage. Stay tuned for more information.

Wine Walk
The 5th Annual Wine Walk took place last Friday evening with a
sell-out of 350 participants walking along the downtown sampling
a wide variety of wines at businesses. New stops on the walk
included Jack's Tap, the Masonic Center, BonBon and
Bordeaux, and a group representing the Museum at the Portage,
Agency House and Canal Society.
Downtown retailers and establishments, each offering a red and white wine option, represented the 19
stops on the walk, for which tickets were available for purchase online for the first time. The online
purchases opened the event up to many new people who arrived to participate from locations such as
Appleton, Plover, Two Rivers, Stevens Point, WI Rapids and Milwaukee.
Thank you to all the businesses, bartenders and volunteers for making this a successful event.

New Chamber Members
L'BRI PURE n' NATURAL
Portage, WI 53901
Robyn Austin at 608-566-9953
Aloe vera based, all natural skin care products
that are safe, effective and affordable.

Fort Winnebago Masonic Center
205 DeWitt St. Portage, WI 53901
A local community service group.

Dairyland Moving & Storage, LLC
1208 Northport Rd. Portage, WI 53901
Brandon Miller at 608-856-6683
Consistently exceeding our customers' expectations with worry-free moving services,
we rely on delivering great value while providing great customer service on the
foundation of a strong team.

Run a flyer in the newsletter
Run a flyer in the Chamber newsletter or weekly news for just $20. Spread the word about your event

or business. We'll take the ad as a pdf or jpg no larger than 8.5"x11". The deadline for submitting an
ad in the weekly news is Noon on Wednesdays or the 20th of the month for the monthly newsletter.

Chamber Golf Outing
The 35th Annual Portage Area Chamber of Commerce Golf Outing will be
on Wednesday, June 14 at the Portage Country Club. Don't miss out on this
great opportunity to network with many Chamber members.
Call the Portage Area Chamber of Commerce if you are interested at 608-7426242 or simply print off this form and return to the Chamber office.

May Chamber Business Luncheon
The Portage Area Chamber of Commerce is offering another way
to network with your fellow Chamber members and make those
important connections that can help you in your business or
career. Bring your business cards, brochures, or anything you
wish to share with other members.
Luncheon Information
US Cellular will be talking with us about technology
advancements that have been made in the wireless industry and
what products and services U.S. Cellular offers from those
advancements to help business efficiencies. Learn how to
mobilize your business, stay ahead of the competition and keep
on growing. Learn about new phones, tablets, internet devices
and accessories for your business.
Modernize your business operations to save time and increase
productivity. Stay one step ahead of your competition with the latest mobile technology.
*Use Smartphones or tablets as sales tools to process payments, collect signatures, complete forms
and take notes.
*Store and back up important data from all of your business devices with Cloud technology.
*Set automatic alerts when tasks are completed or if something is left unfinished.
PLEASE RSVP. CALL THE CHAMBER AT 608-742-6242!
Date: Tuesday, May 2
Where: Portage Pizza Ranch, 2905 New Pinery Road
Time: Lunch at 11:30AM, Presentation at Noon
Cost: Pay for your lunch at the restaurant

Text PORTAGE to 51660
to receive information about upcoming Portage events

Business Profile - Dairyland Moving &
Storage, LLC
Dairyland Moving and Storage is a one stop moving company
dedicated to making your move as stress free as possible. From
rearranging the furniture in your home or business, to moving you
across town or the country, we have the knowledge and equipment to help.
Our company started years ago in Portage, and recently branched off as Dairyland Moving and
Storage. Brandon Miller, sole proprietor, started our company with a pickup truck and a dream to work
for himself. With help from his significant other and a great crew, we have been able to become a
large and successful moving company for both residential and commercial moving needs.
Our most typical client is someone moving from their current home to their new home. There's not one
move that's the same. Some, we pack all of the boxes and then perform the move; others, the
customer packs; and in some we move the larger furniture and they move the boxes. Every customer
has a budget and goals they want to stick to and our job is to do just that. We tailor every job around
the customer.
We also offer free in home estimates and free coaching/advice on how to prep things in your home to
make your move more cost effective. We want to find every way we can to help offset the cost of
moving and keep as much of our customers hard-earned money in their pocket. We hope people see
us as we see ourselves: honest, efficient, and hard working. If we say we're going to do something we
stick to our word and deliver on that promise.
We enjoy meeting great new people every day. We get to work inside and outside, so we're not stuck
in one spot doing something repetitive every day. We also get to travel all over the country and see
what our nation has to offer. Our employees know that there are some long hours, but they also get to
travel and have plenty of time off when they request it. Plus, they have the security of year-round work,
maintaining equipment during the slow months.
To think that once there was just a pickup truck and trailer to now having a large commercial building,

multiple trucks, trailers, and semis is a credit to our employees. With them, along with the proper
management and equipment, we will continue to grow--and as we grow, we will be even more involved
in our community. For more information, call Brandon Miller at 608-856-6683.

Text PACC to 51660
to receive information about upcoming Chamber events

Office of Business Development offers help
The Office of Business Development directors have been proactive in reaching out to business
owners across the state for their ideas and input on regulatory reform. Housed in the Secretary's
Office at the Department of Administration to serve the citizens of Wisconsin, they work with
leadership at all state agencies to solve problems and assist business in navigating to a variety of
state and business resources.
As business ombudsmen they have a customer
service focus and span the public-private divide
helping both business owners and government, with a
focus on minimizing government impact so businesses
can focus on true business activities. On the issue of rulemaking, reducing unintended consequences
and negative effects in particular, the Office of Business Development's experience working with
industry resulted in a proposal for an improved website to gather public comment. It is crucial that
industry and agency representatives work together to develop better rules.
The newly created centralized site for public comment on agency rule drafts is located at the
Legislature's website www.legis.wi.gov. There you'll find significantly improved public access to
review rules and have an opportunity to comment on them before they are adopted. Information about
public hearings on rules is also readily available at this site. A quick reference guide to using the site
is located on the Office of Business Development webpage. Working together we can help move
Wisconsin forward! Please contact us:
* If you have an issue that needs some additional attention (Request Help)
* Would like to recommend a rule change (recommend a rule change)
* To schedule a presentation for your trade association or community business group
Call the Office of Business Development at 608-267-7394 for more information.

Historical Society's new book on sale
The Portage Historical Society proudly announces the publication
of Early 1900s Photographs: A Collection of Portage Homes. This
book contains period photos of 66 houses along with a
description of the architectural style and information on the
owners.
Also included is a table of contents, maps of four walking tours, a
glossary, an index and information on Portage photographers.
Early 1900s Photographs:A Collection of Portage Homes can be purchased for $20 at the Museum at
the Portage, Portage Area Chamber of Commerce, The Mercantile and Sean Malone State Farm
Insurance. For more purchase information contact malone845@hotmail.com.

Local K9 Unit Golf Outing
The Portage Police Department K-9 Unit will host the 2nd annual
K9 Golf Outing on Saturday, July 29, at the Portage Country
Club. Proceeds will go to support the K9 Unit to pay for vet bills,
equipment, and training.
The golf outing event is for everyone. Participants will enjoy food,
hole prizes, and silent auction. Help continue to fund the K9
program, and fight drug and substance abuse.

Click here for registration form.

Click here to sponsor the event.

Pizza Ranch celebrates 5 years
Portage Pizza Ranch is celebrating 5 years Monday through
Thursday, May 15-18. Specials will be run all week as a big
"Thank you" to the city of Portage and surrounding communities
for making these 5 years so memorable.
There will be $5 specials running all week, on buffet, delivery &
carry-out! Inside the store there will be materials announcing the
offers, with coupons so everyone can celebrate! There will also
be a drawing to win a big screen TV, one of many gift baskets &
gift cards! (Contestants must be in store to enter the drawing
during the week long event. One entry per day per visit)
Mark your calendars and come celebrate at your Portage Pizza Ranch's 5 year anniversary, May 1518. Pizza Ranch is located at 2905 New Pinery Road.

St. Mary Best Fest
Best Fest is one of St. Mary's largest fundraisers and
takes place Friday, May 19 through Sunday, May 21 at
St. Mary in Portage. Lots of events are on tap for this
annual event. Click Here for the schedule of events.

Portage Music Boosters seek funds
The Portage High School Band makes a positive difference in the
lives of the band members and assists them in achieving their
potential as they develop confidence, cooperation, leadership,
responsibility, character, and a high standard of excellence.
Many expenses related to band performances exist. The Portage
School District, local community, and Portage Music Boosters
support the PHS Band. The Portage Music Boosters are seeking
greater support from area businesses, corporations, and
organizations through financial or sponsorship donations to help cover the cost of band
performances. Keeping the band competitive and moving forward in growth, their goal is to raise
$100,000.
For more information, call Paul Breene at 608-745-8557 or Craig Blau at 608-617-8196.
Click here for a donation form.

Looking for a Hot Deal? See our list!
Check out our Hot Deals webpage for deals our Chamber members are
offering. Have a Hot Deal of your own you want others to know about? Post
your deals on our webpage and join the Hot Deal brigade! There is no charge
for posting a Hot Deal, so post away! If you have questions, call the Chamber
office at 608-742-6242 to get started.
Click here to see the specials that are currently running!

Ribbon Cuttings
On Thursday, April 6, Madison-based Journey Mental
Health Center cut a ribbon on a new community support
program that will serve Columbia County individuals with
severe and persistent mental illness, such as bi-polar
disorder or schizophrenia, and co-occurring substance
use disorders.
Journey's Columbia County office is located in Portage at
322 DeWitt Street. For more information, call 608-7459292.

Silver Lake Cemetery Walk
Celebrate Historic Preservation month by visiting the graves of
some of our most illustrious citizens. The City of Portage Historic
Preservation Commission is sponsoring a walking tour of Silver
Lake Cemetery on Saturday, May 6 and Sunday, May 7 at 1pm.
The tour is led by Judy Eulberg and should be about an hour in
length. Park on County O and enter at the cemetery gate. Wear
comfortable clothing as there is walking involved and the tour will
be held rain or shine. All of this fun will be presented free of charge.

Bluegrass Fundraiser at PCA
Come to Portage Center for the Arts for a Live Bluegrass
Fundraising Event, this Mother's Day, Sunday, May 14 at 4pm.
This event features a social hour with tapas, desserts &
beverages from 4pm to 5pm, followed by a special performance
by bluegrass musicians Old Farm Dog! Moms receive a free
flower courtesy of Edgewater Greenhouse.
Advance tickets are recommended: $25 adults/$10 youth. For more information, call 608-742-5655.

Building Facade Improvements

A matching loans funds program exists for the purpose of upgrading and improving the exterior front,
side and rear facades of existing privately owned businesses. The loan program will facilitate
completions of many smaller scale exterior improvement projects.
Funding for this program was made possible through the City of Portage and Portage Area Chamber of
Commerce's participation in the America's Best Communities competition, sponsored by Frontier
Communications.

Read the guidelines of the facade grant program. View the grant application.

Chamber May meetings & events
2 Business Luncheon at Pizza Ranch 11:30am; speaker at Noon
3 Ambassador meeting at Community Bank 8am
3 Ribbon Cutting for Positively Portage! at Library 9am
10 Ribbon Cutting for Any Street Grill at parking lot
next to BJ's TV & Appliance 9am
17 Ribbon Cutting for L'BRI at Chamber office 9am
29 Chamber office closed for Memorial Day
Give Portage Green Gift Certificates
Portage Green Gift Certificates make an excellent gift. Used just like cash, the certificates can be
purchased from the Portage Chamber in $5, $10 and $25 increments. Recipients of the Portage Green
may redeem them at these participating Chamber member businesses. By buying Portage Green Gift
Certificates, you are helping to boost local business by keeping thousands of dollars right here in Portage.
For more information, call the Chamber at 608-742-6242.

Got News?
What is your business up to? Pass along information and corresponding photos to
graphics@portagewi.com and let us help spread the word about the great things your business or
organization is doing. The deadline is the 20th of each month.

May Community Events
Spread the word about your events by posting them on our website!
1 Beer Bucket Bingo at Jack's Tap
1 QTI Hiring Event at AMPI
2 Chamber Business Luncheon at Portage Pizza Ranch
3 Ribbon Cutting for Positively Portage! at Portage Public Library
5 Wisconsin Regional Art Program at Portage Center for the Art's Drury Gallery
6 City of Portage Spring Cleaning
6 Jack's Tap Kentucky Derby Party
6-7 Silver Lake Cemetery Walking Tour
7 Gale Singers Spring Concert
7 Bingo at VFW
10 Ribbon Cutting for Any Street Grill at parking lot adjacent to BJ's TV & Appliance
11 'Smart' Cookie Sale at Divine Savior Healthcare
13 Preventing Identity Theft - Shredding Event at Waddell & Reed
14 Historic Indian Agency House Opening Celebration
14 Bluegrass Fundraiser at Portage Center for the Arts
15-18 Portage Pizza Ranch 5th Anniversary
17 Ribbon Cutting for L'BRI here at Portage Chamber Office
19-21 St. Mary's Best Fest 2017
19 Bingo at Our House Senior Living
20 4th Annual Budweiser Bags Open at VFW
21 Bingo at VFW
25 Get the Scoop on Retirement at Aging & Disability Resource Center
25 Brown Bag Lunch Series at Portage Center for the Arts
29 Memorial Day Ceremony at Fort Winnebago Surgeons Quarters
29 Memorial Day Parade with the VFW
Weekly Recurring Events
New Movie Mondays at Portage Public Library 10am
Farmer's Market every Thursday, Noon to 5pm
Monday evenings Beer Bucket Bingo at Jack's Tap at 6:30pm

For more information about these and other events, go to www.portagewi.com.

Organizing an event or having a sale?
Submit your event or sale to us and have it appear on the Chamber website calendar of events.You may
enter your event by clicking here. Please note: Your submission will take a while to appear as the
Chamber office first reviews the submissions before approving them to appear on the web calendar. For
more information, please call our office 608-742-6242.

The Portage Area Chamber of Commerce is providing leadership for
building a healthy economy and a high quality of life in the Portage Area.

NEWS BREAK is a monthly publication of the Portage Area Chamber of Commerce. Please contact the
Chamber if you have news about your business that you would like to include in the next issue.
Our deadline is the 20th of the month. Email your news to graphics@portagewi.com.

www.portagewi.com

