NEWS BREAK June 2017
Like us on Facebook!
Click here for our Member Directory!
Chamber Golf Outing
The 35th Annual Portage Area Chamber of Commerce Golf Outing will be
on Wednesday, June 14 at the Portage Country Club. Don't miss out on this
great opportunity to network with many Chamber members.
Call the Portage Area Chamber of Commerce if you are interested in
participating at 608-742-6242.

Concert in the Park
The 25th Annual Concert in the Park Fireworks
Celebration featuring the Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra
will be held on Saturday, July 1 beginning at 5pm. Live
music from the band Copper Box gets the evening
started, followed by the orchestra with a great fireworks
display over the Wisconsin River to cap off the evening.
Donations are still needed to cover the cost of this event.
Call the Portage Chamber at 608-742-6242.

June Chamber Business Luncheon
The Portage Area Chamber of Commerce is offering another way
to network with your fellow Chamber members and make those
important connections that can help you in your business or
career. Bring your business cards, brochures, or anything you
wish to share with other members.
Luncheon Information
Shelley Drescher, who works with 28 schools districts as CESA
5 learning coordinator, will be presenting information to us on their
apprenticeship program. Shelley, who has been with CESA 5 for
the past 23 years, will relay how you and your business can get
involved and benefit from having an apprentice at your location.
Wisconsin's Youth Apprenticeship (YA) program is a part of a
statewide initiative. CESA 5 coordinates the Youth
Apprenticeship program for 20 high schools. It is designed for
high school students who want hands on learning in an occupational area at a work site along with
classroom instruction.
PLEASE RSVP. CALL THE CHAMBER AT 608-742-6242!
Date: Tuesday, June 6
Where: The Ball Room, 112 E. Cook St.
Time: Lunch at 11:30AM, Presentation at Noon
Cost: Pay for your lunch at the restaurant

Launch Portage Social Night
Meet and greet fellow Young Professionals at Jack's Tap, 1207
Dunn St., on Wednesday, June 28 from 4pm to 6pm during
Social Night. This informal event is organized by Launch Portage,
the newly formed local Young Professional group. For more
information about Launch Portage, call the Portage Chamber at 608-742-6242.

Text PORTAGE to 51660
to receive information about upcoming Portage events

Business Profile - L'BRI
L'BRI PURE n' NATURAL MISSION:
We enrich lives by providing aloe-based products that are safe, natural, effective and affordable.
We create opportunities for individuals to achieve their fullest potential.
We believe in dreams that change lives for the better.
Hi, my name is Robyn Austin. I am from Portage and I have a 4-year-old daughter and two step kids,
13 and 14. My boyfriend works all the time and I work as a night auditor in the Wisconsin Dells area.
Third shift is starting to get to me. I barely see my kids and never get to have date night with my
boyfriend. I was looking for something else and I always wanted to run a business from home. My

father had a business from home and he was always there when I needed him. My cousin introduced
me to L'BRI. I wasn't sure at first about joining the business but my 4-year-old got me more into it. She
had eczema when she was a baby and I had to find something nontoxic. I had already been using
L'BRI for a few months because I love how my skin felt smooth, silky, and renewed. So I gave it a try
with her and was just amazed. Now I have been an Independent Skin Care Consultant with L'BRI
PURE n' NATURAL since July 2012.
L'BRI PURE n' NATURAL is a Wisconsin-based company that is out of Mukwonago, founded by Linda
and Brian Kaminski in 1997. Linda and Brian combined their names to come up with L'BRI.
The company started when Brian got burned badly at work. Nothing was working to heal his 3rd
degree burns, not even the medicine the doctors gave them. They then remembered back when they
were younger that aloe was great for sun burns and burns. So they gave that a try. Brian was healing
much better and quicker. They were excited on how well the aloe healed his skin and thought it should
be used more. Linda and Brian are great co-founders because they are always willing to answer
questions and to help when possible. I feel like they are my second family. They always want you to
dream big and be the best you can be.
A L'BRI typical client can range from someone with dry skin to normal skin to oily skin. Our
products can help with a lot of skin issues like eczema, psoriasis, deep wrinkles, and blemishes.
The list can go on and they are safe for babies, men, and women. We have anti - aging serum, body
care, make up, health and wellness, and home care products. People should use L'BRI because we
use aloe barbadensis, restoring herbs, rejuvenating vitamins, fruit and plant essences, natural
botanicals and safe food - grade preservatives. Competitors often use water as their first ingredient
with waxes, pored clogging oils, drying alcohols, synthetic fragrances, artificial FD&C dyes and
harmful toxic preservatives. We do not test on animals and are a proud sponsor of the Make a Wish
Foundation.
If you would like to learn more about how you - and your skin - can benefit by using L'BRI products,
please contact me at robyn_austin@ymail.com or (608) 566-9953. Also, come check out my website
www.lbri.com/robynaustin

Skate Park fundraiser
Portage Pizza Ranch will be donating 1.5% of net sales during the
month of June to the Portage Family Skate Park. Make plans to eat
out and stop in often.
Meet the Portage Family Skate Park committee members and
volunteers on Saturday, June 17 from 11am to 3pm. They will be on
hand to discuss the future of the skatepark.

Community Projects - A Review
Portage has had a fair share of large and small-scale community projects going on over the past few
years. Some projects are completed, some in progress, and some projects are goals for the future,
awaiting the funding to begin.
Take a moment to look at progress that has been made. Click Here for that opportunity!

Portage Citywide Garage Sales
Portage Garage Sale weekend is scheduled for June 8-10. The Portage
Chamber is once again posting addresses and times of sales on its web
calendar event page, found by clicking the logo at right.
Call the Chamber at 608-742-6242 to get your address listed.

Run a flyer in the newsletter
Run a flyer in the Chamber newsletter or weekly news for just $20. Spread the word about your event
or business. We'll take the ad as a pdf or jpg no larger than 8.5"x11". The deadline for submitting an
ad in the weekly news is Noon on Wednesdays or the 20th of the month for the monthly newsletter.

Porcelain Doll Class
An exclusive class taught by renowned dollmaker Dana of Miniature Art is
coming to Prairie Flower Beads, 210 W. Cook St., in downtown. This is the only
class if its kind taught in the United States! Come see the doll on display in the
store.
Learn how to make the doll during this all day class beginning at 9am on
Saturday, July 29. Sign up by the end of June. For more information, call Rita at
608-742-5900.

Portage Pedalers
Celebrated the start of their
25th season with a picture
prior to their journey to John
Muir Park on Saturday,
June 3.

Youth Leadership Congress
Understanding the cooperative difference and identifying
traits of leaders are just two of the topics to highlight the
54th WECA Youth Leadership Congress (YLC). This
year's program is scheduled for July 26-28, 2017, and
will be held on the campus of the University of WisconsinRiver Falls.
Two generations of high school-aged YLC delegates have learned about cooperatives and then
applied these time-tested principles in their own lives. Through a mix of seminar sessions and handson activities, participants are exposed to real-life issues and are given the opportunity to identify and
explore their leadership potential. Top-notch professional speakers and college professors provide
students with information and tools to deal with the weighty issues teenagers face every day. It's also
an opportunity to sample life on a college campus. There is no charge for delegates attending YLC.
The YLC is a fun, educational, and unique event that is planned by and for teens. To qualify as a
delegate to the YLC, students must be a:
* Sophomore or junior in high school this current school year (2016-17)
* Child of an Adams-Columbia Electric Cooperative member family
* First-time YLC attendee
If this program sounds interesting, please act today. Tell your friends, and sign up online at
www.acecwi.com. The deadline for application is Friday, June 9, 2017.

Downtown Walking Tours
City of Portage Tourism invites you to come along on a downtown walking
tour guided by local historian Judy Eulberg this summer.
The free, hour-long tours depart from the Chamber office at 104 W. Cook
St. at 10am. The Saturday tour dates this year are:

July 1

August 5

Self-guided tours are also possible anytime by picking up the downtown
walking tour brochure outside the Chamber office. For more information,
call the Portage Chamber at 608-742-6242.

Text PACC to 51660
to receive information about upcoming Chamber events

Local K9 Unit Golf Outing
The Portage Police Department K-9 Unit will host the 2nd annual
K9 Golf Outing on Saturday, July 29, at the Portage Country
Club. Proceeds will go to support the K9 Unit to pay for vet bills,
equipment, and training.
The golf outing event is for everyone. Participants will enjoy food,
hole prizes, and silent auction. Help continue to fund the K9
program, and fight drug and substance abuse.

Click here for registration form.

Click here to sponsor the event.

Free Summer Lunch Program
The free summer lunch program is back this summer! Starting
June 5, lunch will be available Monday through Friday, to kids &
teens 18 and under at the following four locations throughout the
city:
Portage Public Library 11:15-11:45pm
Splash Pad at Goodyear Park 11:20-11:50pm
Lincoln Park 12:15-12:35pm
Bus Stop 21 (corner of Michigan St. & Thompson St.) 12:45-1:05pm
Lunches will be available through September 1 (closed July 4). No application or proof of income is
required. Contact UW-Extension at 608-742-9684 for more information.
Help is needed to serve 5000 meals to hungry kids this summer. Donate funds to support summer
food garden plots, local foods preparation, nutrition education and meal site monitoring. Volunteer to
help at a meal site or join the Portage Child Hunger Committee.
Donations may be made to the:
Portage Library Foundation, Inc. (Summer Lunch Program), P.O. Box 858, Portage, WI 53901
Portage Library Foundation, Inc. is a 501c3 nonprofit organization. All or part of your gift may be tax
deductible as a charitable contribution. Please check with your tax advisor.
For more information contact:
Pastor Dave Hankins Portage Presbyterian Church (608) 742-6006
Karen Nelson UW-Extension Columbia County (608) 742-9684

Relay for Life of Portage
Cancer touches everyone in some way, and it is not a journey that is taken
alone. We invite everyone to join us at this community event! Remember
loved ones lost, honor survivors of all cancers, and raise money to help the
American Cancer Society make an impact on cancer on Friday, July 14 from
6pm to 11 pm at the Portage High School Track
The event begins with an opening ceremony at 6pm. A luminary ceremony
is scheduled for 9:15 pm. In between there is food, fun, games, silent
auction, and flower sale. Luminaria will be available from 5pm to 9pm on the
day of as well.
These bags can be purchased in honor or memory of someone touched by
cancer and caregiver bags to honor those who provide love and support
during the cancer journey. Survivors are encouraged to register for the Survivor Celebration by

contacting Janice Grothman at 608-742-2946.
To form a team, make a (cash, silent auction or sponsorship) donation, purchase luminaria or get more
event information, please contact Kristi Grothman Rickey at 608-697-5532 or via email
sistermary93@hotmail.com.

Looking for a Hot Deal? See our list!
Check out our Hot Deals webpage for deals our Chamber members are
offering. Have a Hot Deal of your own you want others to know about? Post
your deals on our webpage and join the Hot Deal brigade! There is no charge
for posting a Hot Deal, so post away! If you have questions, call the Chamber
office at 608-742-6242 to get started.
Click here to see the specials that are currently running!

Ribbon Cuttings
A ribbon cutting was held for
Positively Portage!, the Portage Area
Community Charitable Trust, a Portage
based, volunteer community
organization that seeks to address
needs and distribute philanthropic
resources to satisfy those needs.
We connect people who care with
causes that matter by providing
donors with a tax advantaged vehicle
to carry out their charitable objectives.
All investments are handled by
Portage resident professional
investment managers. To donate or for more information: www.PositivelyPortage.org
A ribbon cutting was held for Any
Street Grill to celebrate this brand new
venture in Portage.
Providing the town with fresh and
unique food to food fanatics, choose
from gourmet burgers, waffle fries,
meatballs on a stick, cheese curds,
specialty hot dogs, dixie chips with
cheese, and apple cinnamon fritters.
Our gourmet burgers are made with
freshly ground beef on freshly baked
kaiser buns. Catering is available for
special events.
For more information, call 608-3588654.

A ribbon cutting was held for L'BRI
PURE n' NATURAL to celebrate a new
member to the Portage Chamber.
A company with origins in Wisconsin
enriching lives by providing aloebased products that are safe, natural,
effective and affordable.
For more information, call Robyn at
608-566-9953.

Kids Helping Kids
Join the Portage Chapter of Box of Balloons for their first Kids Helping Kids Event. Box of Balloons
seeks to make all Birthdays happy by providing birthday boxes to children in need. This event helps
fulfill this mission by having kids help to fill these boxes with cards, decorations and party activities.
The event is open to the public and all are welcome to attend on June 7, from 6pm to 7pm at the
Portage Public Library, Bidwell Room, 253 W. Edgewater St.
For more information visit their Facebook page at Box of Balloons, Inc. - Portage or at
boxofballoons.portagewi@gmail.com

Building Facade Improvements
A matching loans funds program exists for the purpose of upgrading and improving the exterior front,
side and rear facades of existing privately owned businesses. The loan program will facilitate
completions of many smaller scale exterior improvement projects.
Funding for this program was made possible through the City of Portage and Portage Area Chamber of
Commerce's participation in the America's Best Communities competition, sponsored by Frontier
Communications.

Read the guidelines of the facade grant program. View the grant application.

Chamber June meetings & events
6 Business Luncheon at The Ball Room 11:30am; speaker at Noon
14 Golf Outing at Portage Country Club 9am
15 Ribbon Cutting & Open House at Portage Ford Chrysler 5pm
16 Ribbon Cutting at Edgewater Home & Garden 9am

21
24
28
28

Ribbon Cutting at Rock N Wool Winery 5pm
Ribbon Cutting at Fort Winnebago Masonic Center 1pm
Ribbon Cutting at St. Vincent de Paul 9am
Launch Portage Social Night at Jack's Tap 4pm-6pm

Give Portage Green Gift Certificates
Portage Green Gift Certificates make an excellent gift. Used just like cash, the certificates can be
purchased from the Portage Chamber in $5, $10 and $25 increments. Recipients of the Portage Green
may redeem them at these participating Chamber member businesses. By buying Portage Green Gift
Certificates, you are helping to boost local business by keeping thousands of dollars right here in Portage.
For more information, call the Chamber at 608-742-6242.

Got News?
What is your business up to? Pass along information and corresponding photos to
graphics@portagewi.com and let us help spread the word about the great things your business or
organization is doing. The deadline is the 20th of each month.

June Community Events
Spread the word about your events by posting them on our website!
Through July 29 Art That Blooms at Portage Center for the Arts
6 Calista Jesse DuBay Returns to Portage at Madison College
6 Kratz Funeral Home Free Advance Planning Seminar at Dino's Restaurant
6 Portage Chamber Business Luncheon at The Ball Room
7 Kids Helping Kids at Portage Public Library
8-10 Citywide Garage Sales
8 Food Drive at Blau Family Chiropractic
8 'Smart' Cookie Sale at Divine Savior Healthcare
8-9 Customer Appreciation Days at Community Bank of Portage
9 Spirit of the Agency House Night Walk
10 First Time Home Buyer Seminar at Associated Bank
12-24 Children's Theatre Workshop at Portage Center for the Arts
12 American Legion Post #47 Annual Steak Fry
14 Flag Day at Fort Winnebago Surgeons Quarters
14 Portage Chamber Golf Outing at Portage Country Club
15 Ribbon Cutting & Open House at Portage Ford Chrysler
15 The Railroad in Portage History at Museum at the Portage
15 DSH Blood Drive
15 VFW Social Night
16 Hope House Support Group at Portage Public Library
16 Ribbon Cutting at Edgewater Home & Garden
16 Bingo at Our House Senior Living
16 Costco Wholesale Schools Out Event at Sun Prairie Costco
17 Flag Day Celebration at Agency House
18 Bingo at the VFW
19 Wisconsin Elk's State Golf Outing at Portage Country Club
21 Ribbon Cutting at Rock N Wool Winery
21-25 Speedster Chapter of the Model T Ford Club International
22 Uncle Ozzie at Our House Senior Living
22 Open House at Fairway Independent Mortgage
24 Farm Day at Fort Winnebago Surgeons Quarters
24 Children's Theatre Performance at Portage Center for the Arts
24 Ribbon Cutting at Fort Winnebago Masonic Center
26 Portage Sharing Supper at Wayne Bartels Middle School
27 Get the Scoop on Retirement at Aging & Disability Resource Center of Columbia County
28 Ribbon Cutting at St. Vincent de Paul
28 Healthy Living with Diabetes Class at DSH
Weekly Recurring Events
New Movie Mondays at Portage Public Library at 10am
Beer Bucket Bingo at Jack's Tap every Monday at 6:30pm
Concerts at the Portage at VFW every Wednesday at 6:30pm
Farmer's Market every Thursday at Commerce Plaza, Noon to 5pm
Portage Theatres' Summer Series, Tuesdays-Thursdays, 10am
For more information about these and other events, go to www.portagewi.com.

Organizing an event or having a sale?
Submit your event or sale to us and have it appear on the Chamber website calendar of events.You may
enter your event by clicking here. Please note: Your submission will take a while to appear as the
Chamber office first reviews the submissions before approving them to appear on the web calendar. For
more information, please call our office 608-742-6242.

The Portage Area Chamber of Commerce is providing leadership for
building a healthy economy and a high quality of life in the Portage Area.

NEWS BREAK is a monthly publication of the Portage Area Chamber of Commerce. Please contact the
Chamber if you have news about your business that you would like to include in the next issue.
Our deadline is the 20th of the month. Email your news to graphics@portagewi.com.

www.portagewi.com

